
FALL 2015

GOOD HEALTH DESIGNby

Hacienda Children’s Hospital 
Uniquely Focused, One-of-a-Kind Children’s Specialty Hospital

Hacienda HealthCare established Arizona’s first sub-acute  

care Children’s Hospital in Phoenix 21 years ago. With the  

population growth in the Eastern portion of the greater 

Phoenix area came requests from pediatricians, pediatric  

sub-specialists, parents and health care plans to build 

a second hospital. A hospital that becomes an integral 

part of the City of Mesa’s Health Care and Biosciences 

Initiative and completes the City’s continuum of health 

care services. The Hospital is a uniquely focused Children’s  

Hospital. Designed to provide a family-oriented, residential-

scale environment; the focus is on the patient experience 

and centered around indoor and outdoor play spaces and 

courtyards to promote healing and family interaction. As 

spectacular as the outside of the hospital is, children and their 

parents will be spending the majority of their time inside the 

hospital. Hacienda Healthcare’s vision was a bright, colorful 

and spacious interior with high ceilings that included:

• A healing garden

• Four covered courtyards

• Four themed pods (jungle, circus, playground and sky)

• A playground for siblings

• Wall murals and train station circulation 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Architecture / Interior Design: Devenney Group Ltd. 
General Contractor: RJM Construction
Construction Manager: CORE Construction
Furniture: Goodmans Interior Structures

http://www.haciendahealthcare.org/
http://www.devenneygroup.com/
http://www.rjmconstruction.com/
http://www.coreconstruct.com/locations/arizona.aspx
http://www.goodmansinc.com/


Healthcare and the GDP

Mike Brinkley is recognized in the 

Phoenix area for his knowledge 

and experience in healthcare and 

healthcare planning, development, 

design, construction and real estate.  

For over 25 years he’s assisted 

organizations such as Banner, John 

C. Lincoln, Scottsdale Healthcare, 

Jones Lang LaSalle and others 

achieve key objectives.

In talking with Mike about shifts 

and emerging trends in health-

care delivery, he referenced several 

critical issues and asked provoca-

tive questions, “How do providers 

make healthcare more accessible, 

efficient and affordable in this super  

competitive environment?” And with  

a nod to the big providers rapidly 

introducing new outpatient clinics  

into the market, “How do you 

maintain this pace? And what hap-

pens if this physician employed 

model dismantles? What happens 

to the physicians and the facilities?”

With the emerging model for 

“wellness” and primary care phy-

sicians as the new gatekeepers, 

Mike expressed concern about the  

impending shortage of these 

physicians and its impact on care 

delivery. Citing the high cost of 

medical education (with loans at 6% 

interest) and malpractice insurance, 

he noted the incentive for general 

practitioners is not as attractive as 

it was in the past. “How can primary 

care physicians be paid less than 

$200,000 a year when their debt 

is so great?” A recent report from 

the Manhattan Institute noted that 

physicians pay 10 cents on mal-

practice insurance from every dollar  

patients pay on healthcare. Premiums  

range from $20,000 in low cost 

states to $200,000 in high cost 

states.

Mike suggested that a macro 

concern, however, is healthcare’s 

rapid rise within the GDP (gross 

domestic product). “The Affordable 

Care Act came about as a result of 

this recognition that healthcare 

costs were rising fast and overall 

outcomes poor.” 

Economic growth is most often 

measured by growth in gross 

domestic product. While GDP 

growth on the whole is a constant 

focus among policymakers, econo-

mists and the like, for the past three 

decades a secondary concern has 

been the proportion of GDP allocated 

to health care expenditures. 

The reason for this focus is that 

among developed nations, the U.S. 

proportion of GDP spent on health 

care has been rising faster than 

any other developed nation, while 

simultaneously the U.S. system  

is lagging on various measures of 

health. According to the World 

Health Organization’s Global U.S. 

health expenditure database, in 

2014 the U.S.’s health expenditure 

of GDP was 17.1%.  Germany was 

11.3%, Japan was 10.3%, Norway 

was 9.6% and England was 9.1%.

“There are huge forces of change 

occurring in healthcare; providers 

must improve outcomes and reduce 

costs.  Easy to say, but difficult to 

achieve,” Mike noted.

Trends
Interview with Mike Brinkley, 
Principal MCB Consulting, LLC

 
by: BARBARA BRANDT 
Market Manager 
Goodmans Healthcare Environments 
bbrandt@goodmans.info

There are huge forces of change occurring in healthcare;  

providers must improve outcomes and reduce costs.  

—Mike Brinkley

http://www.mcbconsultingllc.com/about.php
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Product Spotlight: Nemschoff Ava Recliner

The building expresses a playful nature well-suited for a children’s facility. The 

core is defined by sweeping, curved walls, creating free-flowing public indoor 

and outdoor spaces abundant with natural light from high and low windows. 

This curved rhythm continues by undulating the building’s exterior walls and 

raised parapets; with sweeping applications of metal panels colored in a 

desert palette. 

Because of the Sonoran desert’s moderate climate, equal attention has been 

given to the design of outdoor healing and play spaces as to that of the indoor 

spaces. Each patient wing has a landscaped courtyard immediately adjacent 

to the patient rooms looking out on a well-landscaped garden area. The east 

side of the building opens onto an outdoor activity area with a small play 

structure where siblings can spend time while visiting. In the center of the 

building is the main outdoor courtyard, complete with bench seating, lush 

vegetation and a contemplation area featuring a quiet fountain.

A departure from the typical recliner 

aesthetic, Ava’s lean form is sized 

to move and operate easily without 

compromising the interior size of the 

seat or its comfort.  It fits into smaller 

patient rooms and feels more like 

furniture than equipment. Caregivers 

find Ava responsive to their needs, 

with thoughtful features like pivoting 

arms, dual-sided controls, and lay-

flat recline.

Product Spotlight 
by: KARNA TATE 
Account Manager 
Goodmans Healthcare Environments 
ktate@goodmans.info

Calendar
November 14–17, 2015  
Healthcare Design  
Expo & Conference 
Washington, DC

November 18–20, 2015  
Greenbuild International  
Conference & Expo 
Washington, DC

June 13–15, 2016 
Neocon 
Chicago, IL

June 25–28, 2016  
BOMA International  
Conference & Expo 
Washington, DC

July 10–13, 2016  
ASHE Annual Conference  
& Technical Exhibition 
Denver, CO

HACIENDA  

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

ARTICLE AUTHOR

Stephen Stack,

President and  

Director of Marketing,

Devenney Group Ltd.

http://www.nemschoff.com/neocon-preview#ava-recliner
http://www.healthcaredesignmagazine.com/conference/healthcare-design-conference
http://www.healthcaredesignmagazine.com/conference/healthcare-design-conference
http://greenbuildexpo.com/
http://greenbuildexpo.com/
http://www.neocon.com/
http://www.bomaconvention.org/boma2016/public/enter.aspx
http://www.bomaconvention.org/boma2016/public/enter.aspx
http://www.ashe.org/annual/#.Vi4MFytyVmg
http://www.ashe.org/annual/#.Vi4MFytyVmg


Our Mission 
We will build a community that takes care of its sick, supports its weak, 

inspires its artists, protects its resource, and promotes faith for its citizenry.

GOOD HEALTH DESIGNby

PH
O

TO
s 

BY
 K

2 
C

RE
A

TI
V

E 
LL

C

The Hacienda  

Children’s Hospital  

design focus is on the  

patient experience and  

centered around indoor  

and outdoor play spaces  

to promote healing  

and family interaction.


